440.  SPEECH AT HAMIDITA ISLAMIC SOCIETY1

At a meeting of the Hamidiya Islamic Society, Gandhiji explained the political
situation in the Transvaal. The following is an extract from a report of the proceed-
ings :

JOHANNESBURG,

September 9, 1906

We have received a reply to our cable2 to the Colonial Secretary.
(Mr. Gandhi here read out the reply,) I have also cabled to London3
according to instructions. There is now no alternative to sending a depu-
tation, because an intolerable and wicked law is being forced upon us; and
we must not put up with it. As it is, our plight in the Transvaal is very
bad, and now comes this vicious Draft Ordinance, My advice, therefore,
is that we should not seek fresh registration.

Let the accusation of breaking the law fall on us. Let us cheerfully
suffer imprisonment. There is nothing wrong in that. The distinctive
virtue of the British is bravery. If therefore we also unite and offer resis-
tance with courage and firmness, I am sure there is nothing that the
Government can do. Even the half-castes and Kaffirs, who are less advan-
ced than we, have resisted the Government, The pass law applies to them
as well, but they do not take out passes.

I do not want to say more. I would only advise you not to register
yourselves again. If the Government sends us to gaol,, I shall be the first
to court imprisonment. And if any Indian is put to trouble because of
his refusal to register afresh in accordance with the Draft Ordinance, I
will appear in his case free of charge.

On Tuesday next, we are holding a mass meeting, and I expect you all
to close your business on that day and attend it.

Having explained all this at length, Mr. Gandhi made a few

suggestions for collecting funds quickly, appointing a new committee

to look after the funds and publishing the accounts every month.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-9-1906

IThe report in the Indian Opinion has the caption, "Call to Action".
2 This is not available.
3 Vide "Gable to Secretary of State for Colonies", p. 416.